
 

Portrait of a Teacher 

At Limestone Community School, our teachers are facilitators, innovators, and co-learners who reimagine 
education alongside their students. Grounded in our four core principles of academic inquiry, earth-centered 
learning, artistic exploration, and social-emotional development, our educators cultivate equity, honor diverse 
ways of knowing and being, and inspire learners through their passion for transformative teaching. 

Academic Inquiry 

Facilitators and Co-Learners Our teachers serve as guides rather than directors, creating rich learning 
environments where students can explore their curiosities and pursue their passions. They design 
meaningful, hands-on projects that connect to real community problems and student interests, skillfully 
weaving academic standards into engaging experiences. They ask powerful questions that spark deep 
thinking, provide just enough structure to support learning, and then step back to allow students to take 
ownership of their educational journey. Our teachers know that they don’t need to have all the answers 
and call on experts as needed. 

Student Voice Amplifiers Our teachers prioritize student agency and voice in all aspects of learning. 
They create structures that allow students to make meaningful choices about their learning, share their 
thinking, and take leadership roles in their education. They listen deeply to student ideas and interests, 
using them as launching points for powerful learning experiences filled with wonder, curiosity, and joy. 
They recognize students as capable community members today whose contributions and ideas have 
genuine value. 

Reflective Practitioners Our educators are continuous learners who regularly reflect on their practice 
and adapt their approaches based on student needs and feedback. They embrace experimentation, 
learn from failures, and celebrate growth—both their own and their students'. They exercise 
professional autonomy in making instructional decisions that serve their students best, trusting their 
expertise and the research that informs effective practice. 

Earth-Centered Learning 

Nature Immersion Guides Our teachers understand the profound impact of outdoor learning and 
seasonal rhythms on student engagement and development. They use the natural world as both 
classroom and teacher, facilitating extensive outdoor time that supports deep learning, unstructured 
play, and connection to the environment. They help students observe natural cycles, ask questions 
about the world around them, and develop a sense of stewardship for the planet. 

Cultural Bridge-Builders Our educators honor and integrate diverse knowledge systems and cultural 
traditions into their teaching. They approach Indigenous knowledge, languages, and perspectives with 
respect and humility, recognizing these as valuable contributions to our collective understanding. They 
create space for multiple ways of knowing and being, helping students understand the connections 
between land, culture, and community. 

Artistic Exploration 



Creativity Champions Our teachers recognize the arts as essential to learning and human expression, 
creating space for students to express themselves through various art forms. They use creativity as a 
powerful tool for communication and understanding across all disciplines, seamlessly integrating 
artistic experiences throughout the curriculum. They model creative risk-taking and help students see 
themselves as artistic creators capable of meaningful expression. 

Social-Emotional Development 

Equity Champions and Barrier Removers Our educators actively work to dismantle barriers and create 
inclusive learning environments where every student can thrive. They recognize and celebrate the 
diverse strengths, backgrounds, learning styles, and neurodiversity of their students, ensuring that all 
voices are heard and valued. They implement trauma-informed practices that create safety and trust, 
understanding that many students have experienced educational trauma in traditional settings. They 
use flexible, ability-based grouping rather than rigid age-based structures, meeting students where they 
are. 

Neurodivergence-Affirming Educators Our teachers understand that brains work in diverse ways and 
create learning environments that accommodate and celebrate these differences. Many of our staff are 
openly neurodivergent themselves, modeling self-advocacy and diverse ways of learning. They provide 
multiple means of engagement, representation, and expression, ensuring that students with ADHD, 
dyslexia, and other learning differences can access and demonstrate their learning in ways that honor 
their strengths. 

Community Collaborators Our educators work seamlessly with colleagues, community members, and 
families to create powerful learning experiences, understanding that the best education happens when 
school and community work together. They facilitate authentic partnerships where students address 
real community needs and present their work to genuine audiences. They collaborate meaningfully with 
families, valuing their input and expertise about their children. 

Whole-Child Nurturers Our teachers approach their work with passion and purpose, understanding that 
they are not just teaching subjects but nurturing the whole child. They help students develop resilience, 
empathy, and a sense of purpose through meaningful work. They believe in the potential of every 
student and work tirelessly to create learning experiences that are engaging, meaningful, and 
empowering for all—particularly for those who have been underserved or marginalized by traditional 
education. 

A Limestone teacher is a transformative educator who believes in the unlimited potential of every student and 
creates learning experiences where all learners—regardless of race, neurodivergence, or socioeconomic 
background—can discover their power to make meaningful contributions to their communities today. 
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